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December 3, 2025
Dear members and friends,

This newsletter brings a warm invitation to our Advent and Christmas services, an overview
of which can be found on page 2.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we are welcoming a number of guests over these winter
months. This coming Sunday, 7 December, Bishop Werner Philipp will be with us, bringing
with him not only many good thoughts to share with us in his sermon, but also a young apple
tree, which we will plant together after the service in the church garden of St. Jirgen. (This
means that in our case, the apple tree will stand not only as a symbol of hope, but also as a sign of our good relations
with our host church in Flensburg.) More about Bishop Philipp's tour of Germany - ‘Hope on the Way' — can be found in
Attachment 1, an article that appeared on 25 November on www.emk.de. Bishop Philipp's first destinations on this tour
are all on the edges of Germany. Therefore, it was natural for his office to send a request to us in Flensburg. We were
very happy to accept and are now looking forward to the sermon and meeting Bishop Philipp.

On the Sunday after Christmas, we will be welcoming our next guest. The Revd. Damian
Carruthers — picture here on the left — is a UMC pastor currently serving in Eastern
Washington State / USA. As a friend of the Krliger family he will be on a visit to Kiel on 28
December and mentioned that he would very much appreciate the opportunity to preach in
his first language, German, for a change. As a church council, we were quick to take him up
on this offer! Damian studied Theology at Reutllingen und was pastor in southern Germany
before moving across to the States. (Listeners of the “Holy Club — Methos am Montag”
podcast may already be familiar with Damian’s voice, as he is one of the three interviewers
| who produce this podcast. If you'd like to know more about the podcase, see Attachment 2.)

From our region for our region - the Ellerbek online Bible circle

Christine Guse, pastor to the Methodist congregation in Ellerbek by Hamburg, leads a monthly Bible discussion group
which is always open for newcomers. A few years ago, from a Flensburg perspective, we would all have shrugged our
shoulders and said, “Thanks but no thanks. Who could possibly go all that way for an hour of discussion in the evening
in the middle of the working week?” These days, however, the spread of video conferring software means that
discussion groups can be open to those further afield, provided they have internet access. As a result, the Ellerbek Bible
discussion has become an offering for Methodists and others with interest throughout Schleswig-Holstein.

From our Flensburg congregation, Karl-Heinz Tuttlies enjoys taking part so much that he recently made a spontaneous
“pitch” for the discussion group in church. | asked him to put it in writing for us:

We are a small group of Methodists from Ellerbek, Liibeck, FL, etc. The subject of our discussion is often the piece of
Scripture which is given as the basis for the sermon the following Sunday. The text is announced in advance so that we
can read it beforehand at home, if we wish. We read different translations and see which part of the text feels important
or interesting to us, what needs explanation, provokes criticism, etc. The group is liberal in mindset, happy to explore
questions and bear with doubt. For me, whenever | am able to take part, this hour of Bible study always gives me plenty
of food for thought to take away."
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The group meets on the second Wednesday of every month, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., using the Zoom video-conferencing
tool. Newcomers are always welcome.

My husband and | have recently started taking part, too. We enjoy the chance to engage with Scripture under Christine’s
good guidance. And it's nice to experience that a pleasant meeting atmosphere is also possible in a digital format. If you
think this might be just what your New Year's Resolutions are looking for — perhaps even starting next week — here is the
link for Zoom: https://eu01web.zoom.us//69599561661.

Although digital media serve us very well today, | am so glad that, unlike during the restrictions imposed during the Covid
pandemic, our gatherings are not wholly dependent on such media. | am glad that we can meet regularly and celebrate
“live” together. With this in mind, | wish you warming encounters during Advent and over Christmas — with others,
whether in church services or “out there” in the world, and with God, who meets and blesses us in Jesus, not just at
Christmas.

Yours sincerely
Gillian Horton-Kriiger

Services during Advent and Christmas

With the exception of Christmas Eve, all services will be at 11:00 a.m. in St. Jirgen parish hall,
Jirgensgaarder Str. 1 in Flensburg, followed by coffee.
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Sunday, 7 December Seed of Hope
2nd Sunday in Advent Mark 4, 30-32

Sermon: Bischof Werner Philipp
Worship leader: Edgar Nordmann

Sunday, 21 December 0 ; In Erwartung - Lieder, Lesungen und Impulse
4th Sunday in Advent i -3 /\ é auf dem Weg zum Weihnachtsfest
Lt Sermon: Gillian Horton-Krlger
Z\f\ Worship leader: Karl-Heinz Tuttlies
V' 3 A (2. Corinthians 1, 18-22)
Mittwoch, 24 December At 4:00 p.m. in Kiel United Methodist Church, Gneisenaustrafie 2, 24105 Kiel.
Christmas Eve Sermon: Pastor Rainer Priissmann. The service, which will be celebrated
Service in Kiel bilingually, in German and English, can also be watched on YouTube:

https://kielchurch.de/english/worshipservice24122025

Sunday, 28 December A Place at the Table
First Sunday after Christmas Festive Service with Holy Communion
Sermon: Pastor Damian Carruthers
Worship leader: Gillian Horton-Krliger
(Luke 14, 7-14)

Further dates for worship in the new year ...

Sunday, 18 January — Welcoming a new year - “Behold, | am making all things new* (Rev. 21,5 - Jahreslosung 2026 in Germany)
Sunday, 1 February — Shared service with St. Jirgen — PLEASE NOTE: This service begins at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, 22. Februar

United Methodist Church — EmK Flensburg, Postal address: GneisenaustralSe 2, 24105 Kiel
Telephone: 0178 8216 853 Email: flensburg@emk.de, Homepage: www.emk.de/flensburg
Bank details for donations: Nord-Ostsee Sparkasse IBAN: DE44 2175 0000 0000 2504 65 BIC: NOLADE21NOS



https://eu01web.zoom.us/j/69599561661
https://kielchurch.de/english/worshipservice24122025
mailto:flensburg@emk.de
http://www.emk.de/flensburg

