
 

 

                                                                                                                                               
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcoming the new year 

“See, I am making everything new!”                                     
                                                             Revelation 21,5 

      
  14. January 2026 

 
Dear members and friends,  

This newsletter comes with warmest best wishes for the new year 2026. The Biblical 
motto for this new year in Germany – see above – reminds me of Bishop Werner 
Philipp's sermon on the second Sunday of Advent, when he joined us to launch his 
series of visits, entitled “Hoffnung unterwegs”, to Methodist congregations around 
Germany. Bishop Philipp (pictured on the right with his wife Isabel) encouraged us 
to recognise that God sows good new seeds of hope, time and again. If we learn to 
look in the right sort of ways, we will see the seeds of hope, recognise where they 
are germinating, and help to sow more ourselves. Jesus himself uses the image of a 
tiny seed growing into a large tree as one of his many pictures to describe “the 
kingdom of God”. However, growth and flourishing are not ends in themselves. The 
tree provides shelter and shade, safe nesting places for birds. The apple tree 
(Gravensteiner) that we planted in the church garden of St. Jürgen after the service 
will hopefully also grow and flourish, providing shelter, shade and good apples. It  
certainly received plenty of water from the heavens above on the day it was planted! 

The other pictures show those who were water-resistant enough that day – from our 
Kiel and Flensburg congregations - to be outdoors for the tree-planting ceremony 
after the service. The liturgy which Bishop Philipp had brought with him called for 
several of those present to lend a hand. Thus, the tree was provided with soil and 
water by many, symbolising not only the tasks but also the many gifts which God 
pours into “Project Hope” and the different generations who make a contribution. 

If you would like to keep a regular eye on the tree and its progress, you will find it on 
the fjord-facing slope in the grounds of St. Jürgen’s church.  

In the picture above, Revd. 
Rebekka Tibbe from St. Jürgen is 
standing on the left. The parish 
council had chosen a good spot 
for the tree, which now also 
stands as a symbol of good 
ecumenical relations between 
our churches. 
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”See, I am making everything new!“  Revelation 21,5 
              Jahreslosung 2026  

For many years, artist Stefanie Bahlinger has been creating colourful and 
expressive images inspired by the “Jahreslosung”, the Biblical verse 
chosen by churches in Germany as a watchword for the year. An 
appreciation of Stefanie Bahlinger’s motif for 2026, with an interpretation 
of Revelation 21,5, can be found at: 
https://www.jahreslosung.eu/jahreslosung-2026.php 
I look forward to sharing more reflections on Revelation 21,5 – and 
Stefanie Bahlinger’s picture - when we meet for Worship on 18 January. 

A prayer by Renate Karnstein  

God, thank you that your Word is life-giving. 
Thank you that you remain faithful to your creation, 
even though so much today is different from how you  
may have imagined. 
In small things and big. In my life. 
Thank you that you never give up on your world. 
Even though I often cannot see it. 
Nothing has to stay the way it is. 
Including my life. 
When you speak, 
it becomes new. 
Amen.       

 

Services January to March  
 Worship begins at 11:00 a.m. unless otherwise indicated 

We meet in St. Jürgen parish hall, Jürgensgaarder Str. 1 in Flensburg, always with coffee fellowship after the service. 
 

Sunday, 18 February 
“See, I am manking everything new!”  
Revelation 21,5 - Jahreslosung 2026 

Our first service of the new year, with a reflection on Rev. 21,5, 
the “Jahreslosung” 2026 for churches in Germany 
Gillian Horton-Krüger and Peter Nordmann 

Sunday, 1 February 
Please note: Today we meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Shared worship with St. Jürgen & St. Johannis  
Rev. Rebekka Tibbe and Gillian Horton-Krüger 

Sunday, 22 February  
1st Sunday in Lent 

Celebration of Holy Communion in the  
Wesleyan tradition of a Covenant Service 
Gillian Horton-Krüger and Uwe Lembcke 

Sunday, 15 March 
4th Sunday in Lent 

Gillian Horton-Krüger and Edgar Nordmann 

Sunday, 29 March 
Palm Sunday 

Gillian Horton-Krüger and Karl-Heinz Tuttlies 

 
Looking back … 
I hope you share my impression that the visits we had through November and December were a real blessing. Our 
guest-list started with Pastor Karsten Mohr, who came to speak to us about Reutlingen School of Theology. The 
inspiriting sermons of the three guests who followed, Rev. Jutta Weiß, Bishop Werner Philipp and Rev. Damian 
Carruthers,  have all been uploaded to our website and will remain there for a few weeks: https://www.atlas.emk.de/emk-
flensburg/aus-gottesdienst-und-gemeindeleben/ . There are English versions available on request. You are welcome to 
call or send me an email to receive any one or all three in English. 

The next newsletter will be issued at the end of February.   
As the days lengthen again, may God’s grace fill your heart - brightness without and brightness within!   

Sincerely,      Gillian Horton-Krüger 
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